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Copy,
26 June 1958
MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Administration, DPS/DCI
SUBJECT : Article Appearing in Aviation Week (23 June Issue)

l. The Director has asked for a report on the attached article, If our
Cover Officer were in residence, I would ask him to prepare it, In his
absence would yon arrange to have this done,

2, I have in mind a verv short {preferably one page) report which I
believe should be addressed primarily to a2 statement of the extent to which
the content of this article consists (a) of material already leaked or released
bv the Air Farce cn 117L and /b) of those statements in the article (if any)
which could be taken as referring to CORONA. From our point of view the
former type of material is innocuous. My own impression is that the only
statement in the article which comes close to CORONA is that beginning in
line 2 of column one on page 19 which surmises that film will probably be
recovered by parachute in initial versions of the system., I do not believe
this statement reveals any knowledge »f CORONA by the writer and you will
note the statement in the next paragraph that "a scheme for recovering a
Teconnaiscance satellite complete with its equipment'' has been abandoned.
This is assuming, however, that the reference to the parachute recovery
of film is pure journalistic speculation.

W
RICHARD M'BISSELL, JR.
SA /PD/DCI
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27 June 1358

MUGCRANDUY FOR: Special Assistant to the Director
for Plamming and Development

SUTJECT ¢ cvaluation of AVIATION WEEK Article on Accelerated
Pied Piper Frogram

RITENZCS : - dated 20 June 1958, Attached

l. Unfortunately, a =ajor problem in assessing the valiilcy
of e subject magazine article vith regard to Project CORUZA is that
Lecauce of the extremely limited circle of COR0NA-cleared nersoancl
it ic exceedingly difficult to ask questions outside CIA circles with-
out betroying more interest in the subject than is sppropriste.

2. &ince the first suocesaful sstellite laumching last year,
there has been world-wids speculaticn sbout the use of thess dsvices
for recomnaisssance purposes. Although WS-117L traces its origins
back to 1546 vhen a Rand study determined the feasibility of plecing
8 sateilite in orbit, it did 2ot begin to take shape until Locitheed
was selected by ARDC in 1956 as the prime comtractor, after desirmn
study »roposals were sulmitted the year before ty selected contractors.
in fact, it could be said that Wi-117L can begin its linenge
vith feasibility studies mun wnder the segis of Project (ALr
torce) and concluded in 1954, with the recommendation that a ploneer
visual reconnsisgance system be attenpted.

5 The original WS-1l7L concept had called for linking the recon-
naissence system to an Atlas ICR'I, without any atteart beinz mede to
recover a ndgse cane in the manner of COR0NA. Insteod, reliance was
~loced on storage af iaformeiion aa film, magnetic or electrustatic
tanc, wvith information retrieval teing accaplished thru discharge
a camand to campatible equinment on the ground. In late 1957, followin;
successes of other missile research irograms in achievins rosc eare
re-eairy, it was decided to sviteh tu & recoverahle data cansule can-
cept and tac Thar dbooster was substituted for the Atlas, nuch in the
sanner described iz the article. Hywever, the allusion o narachute
recovery of the filo, mentioned in the A IATTION Wil SIoTy, appeers

t. ve lozical speculation rather thar inside inlormatiod.
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h. A mmber of the details of the magasine articls, with respect
“wtdwu,wdaﬁtmﬁWM\dﬂlth‘
facts of CORQNA. m,unmdm,mmpdnum
dsta eapsule was discarded "a few momths
nade in the artiele include correct identifi- -

;
;
b
|

Se Of interest in ecamection with the publicity lesked or released
mws-unmummtmmmmrmmmnm
or nothing to say about Pled Piper. However, vithin the past year,

a French Air Force genersl officer, reportedly attached to EAIO,
to the world, besic dstalls of the WB-L17L .

merely initial evidence that vhen the time comes for actual firings,
we must be prepared for all soarts of journalistic speculation regarding
mission, orbit, targets, results, etc.
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